
	
	

The Romany Theatre Company presents a co-product ion with the New Wolsey Theatre, 
Ipswich, Reading Rep and Nick Thompson Productions 

National Tour Spring 2018 

CARMEN  
THE GYPSY 

 
 

Wife. Lover. Goddess. Whore. 
 

“ I  love her in th is ro le - the heat and pass ion are easy, but [Candis]  Nergaard l ights up the uncerta in 
corners of Carmen’s persona l i ty… A v i ta l  e lement is A l lum’s magni f icent or ig ina l  music.. . ”  

Moira Petty - The Stage 
 

 
Wr i ter, Di rector & Composer – Dan Al lum 

Music Arranger – Candida Cald icot 
Movement Director – Sarah Dowl ing 

 
OUTLINE PROMOTIONAL PACK 

 
Based on the story of a 19th Century f ict ional ized icon, th is is a contemporary story set 

among Br i t ish Gypsy Travel ler community. I t  is wr i t ten, di rected and performed by 
members of the Romany Gypsy cul ture and features or ig inal Gypsy music and songs. 



	
	

Company information The Romany Theatre Company (RTC) is run by a Romany Gypsy and i ts 
work is rooted in Romany people, the i r  cu l ture, and the i r  centur ies o ld st rugg le for equa l i ty .  RTC 
has created or ig ina l  work and per formed reg iona l ly  and nat iona l ly  for the last th i r teen years. They 
have produced drama product ions in assoc iat ion wi th the BBC and nurtured new Romany Gypsy 
ta lent who have gone on to work in Theatre, Radio, TV and F i lm for organ isat ions inc lud ing the 
Roya l  Opera House, Endermol,  the Roya l  Court ,  Br is to l  O ld V ic, the Tr icyc le, Soho Theatre, the 
Arvon Foundat ion, and Universa l  Stud ios. They have a lso co l laborated wi th in ternat iona l  ar t is ts 
f rom Europe, Braz i l ,  New Zea land, Austra l ia ,  Canada and the Uni ted States of Amer ica.  
 
BBC Radio Drama In  2014 Romany Gypsy Dan A l lum adapted the Prosper Mér imée nove l la,  
Carmen (and wrote the soundtrack) in to a 5-part  mus ica l  drama for BBC Radio 4. H is adaptat ion 
d i f fe red f rom both Mér imée’s nove l la and B izet ’s la ter opera by fo l lowing Carmen’s persona l 
journey rather than the convent iona l  non-Gypsy male protagon ist ,  Don Jose. Th is re-v is ion ing 
added f resh v ibrancy and verve to a c lass ic and severa l  scenes were per formed at the Roya l  
Opera House Covent Garden dur ing a Welcome Per formances event.  Now Dan is adapt ing the 
rad io drama to the stage.  
 
Research & Development In i t ia l ly  Romany Theatre ran a week long research and deve lopment 
workshop at the i r  par tner venue, the Cambr idge Junct ion, in January 2017, which cu lminated in 
two industry ‘Shar ing ’  per formances in Cambr idge and London. Representat ives f rom the New 
Wolsey Theatre, Ipswich, Reading Rep and Nick Thompson Product ions were in the audience and 
subsequent ly  agreed to co-produce the for thcoming Nat iona l  Tour. 
 
The National Theatre: 	Carmen	the	Gypsy	was	developed	with	the	support	of	The	National	Theatre 
 
 
MEDIA 
Link to video: 5-minute showreel recorded at the London industry “Sharing” in January 2017: 
https://vimeo.com/208056968 
Link to video: 7-minutes showreel including interviews with cast & creative: 
https://vimeo.com/207789484 
Link to studio recordings of 5 songs from the show:  
https://soundcloud.com/user-875661450/sets/carmen-the-gypsy/s-3PtmS 
 
 
CREATIVES 
 
DAN ALLUM -  Wr i ter/d i rector/composer: Is  Ar t is t ic D i rector of  the Romany Theatre Company. He 
has worked wi th the Roya l  Court  Theatre, deve loped or ig ina l  TV drama ser ies w i th the BBC and 
ITV Stud ios as Wr i ter & Creator,  and h is rad io p lays have been short l is ted for the BBC’s Im ison 
and Audio Drama Awards.  
 
CANDIDA CALDICOT -  Music Arranger: (RSC, St James, Eng l ish Tour ing Theatre p lus The Sound 
of Music and The Wizard of Oz at the Pa l lad ium, and La Cage Aux Fo l les at the P layhouse. 
 
SARAH DOWLING -  Movement D i rector:  (Roya l  Opera House, Punchdrunk, Nat iona l  Theatre) 
Recent ly  choreographed My Br i l l iant Fr iend (d i rected my Mel ly  St i l l )  a t  The Rose Theatre, K ingston.  
 
 
Details  
Venue s ize: mid-sca le 
Company S ize: 5 Actors (3M, 2F),  1 Product ion Stage Manager  
Runn ing T ime: 2 Hours ( inc lud ing In terva l )  
Market ing Support:  A5 F l ie rs, A4 Posters (quant i t ies to be speci f ied upon book ing),  d ig i ta l  press 
packs. Addi t iona l  custom artwork can be suppl ied upon request.  
F inanc ia l  Arrangements: Fee - TBC  
Age: 12+ (conta ins some adul t  themes and swear ing)  



	
	

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

CARMEN - VICTIM OR SCANDALOUS PREDATOR? CARMEN – THE 
GYPSY IS BASED ON THE STORY OF “CARMEN” BY PROSPER 
MERIMEE, BUT WE EXPLORE CARMEN THE WOMAN, AND 
THROUGH HER EXTRAORDINARY JOURNEY DISCOVER THE HUMAN 
BEING BEHIND THE ICON 

 



	
	

The Story Carmen is in the midst o f  a shuf f le at an i l lega l  Gypsy cage-f ight ing event when she is 
ar rested by undercover po l ice of f icer,  Don Jose. With no other way out Carmen seduces h im, 
persuading h im to le t  her go. Don Jose is suspended but h is in fa tuat ion wi th Carmen leads h im to 
jo in the Gypsy cage-f ight ing gang where he d iscovers she is marr ied to the bruta l  Garc ia, head of 
the gang. R iva l ry grows and Don Jose k i l ls  Garc ia, tak ing h is p lace as head of the gang and 
Carmen’s husband. But Carmen resents h is possess iveness and leaves h im for a handsome 
cage-f ight ing champion. Don Jose’s wor ld crumbles and in an obsess ive, jea lous rage he begs 
her to forsake other men. When she re fuses he pu l ls  a kn i fe and k i l ls  her.  
 
 
Press for Romany Theatre Company’s prev ious shows: 
 
‘There ’s a brooding, b loody power in Dan A l lum’s three-hander about Gypsy l i fe,  us ing music and 
r i tua l  to hypnot ic e f fect ’ ! 
Lyn Gardner – The Guardian    
 
‘Th is product ion is not just pure theatre. There is an in te l l igent b lend of ba l le t  and song which, 
a long wi th the Romany music, take us in to the myst ica l  wor ld that surrounds th is people. ’ !  
Wilf Arasaratnam – What’s On Stage    
 
‘…These pagan t rapp ings – of b lood and earth and sorcery carry an unnerv ing, v iscera l  charge 
onstage. ’ !  
Matt Trueman – Timeout 
 
 
Contact:  
Dan A l lum +44 (0) 7776 146360. 
Emai l :  in fo@romanytheatrecompany.com 
www.romanytheatrecompany.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 


